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Nicet Parafitice arti maximam in malam crucem! | 
Abeo ab illis, pofquim video me fic ludificarier, 
Pergo ad alios : venio ad alios: deinde ad alios : una res; 

PLautT. 


To Mr. TOW NW. 


AM one of thofe idle people, (of whom 
@ you have lately given an account) who not 


SW livelihood by work, have taken up the more | 
fervile trade of an Hanger-on. 





Irtrst ferved my time with an old nobleman in the 
country ; and as I was a diftant relation of his lordfhip’s, I was 
Vor. HI. Ooo admitted 
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admitted to the honour of attending him in the double ¢a- 
pacity of valet, and apothecary. My bnfinefs in a morn- 
ing was to wait on him at dreffing-time ; to hold the bafon 
while he wafhed his hands, buckle his fhoes, and tye on 
his neck-cloth. Befides this, his lordfhip had fuch a regard 
for me, that nobody but myfelf was ever trufted with cut- 
ting his corns, ,or paring his toe-nails: and whenevet he 
was fick, it was always my office to hold his head during the 
operation of /an emetic, to attend him in the water-clofet 
when he took a cathartic, and fometimes to adminifter a 
clyfter. If -his lordfhip-had no-¢ompany, I was, indeed, 
permitted to fit at table with him: but when he received 
any vifiters more grand-tham ordinary, -I was equipped (toge- 
ther with fome of the beft-looking tenants) in a tye-wig, 
full-trimmed coat and laced-waiftcoat, in order to {well the 
retinue of his fervants out of livery. I bore my flavery 
with the greateft degree of patience; as my lord would often 
hint to me, that I was provided for in his will. However, 
I had the mortification to find myfelf fupplanted in his good 
' graces by the Chaplain, who had always looked upon me 
as his rival, and contrived at length to out-wheedle, out- 





fawn, and out-cringe me. Ina wotd, my lord died: 
and while the Chaplain (who conftantly prayed by hina du- 
ring his laft illnefs) had the confolation of having a good 
benefice fecured to him in the will, my name was huddled 
among thofe of the common fervants, with no higher le- 
gacy than twenty guineas to buy mourning. 


With this fmall pittance (befides what I had made a 
fhift to fqueeze out of the tenants and tradefmen, as fees 
for my good word, when I had his lordfhip’s ear) I came. 
up to town ; and embarked all I was worth in &tting my- 

felf 
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felf owt as a gentleman. ‘Soon after, as good luck would 
have >it, the nephew and ‘heir of my old lord came 
from ‘abroad: when I contrived to wind me into his 
favour by abufing his deceafed uncle, and faftened my- 
felf upon him, It is true, he fupported me; admitted me 
into an equal fhare of his purfe; but confidering the dan- 
gers to which I was conftantly expofed on his account, I 
regarded his bounties as‘only plaifters to my fores. My head, 
back and ribs have received many.a payment, which fhould 
have been placed to his lordfhip’s account: and I once 
narrowly efcaped being hanged for murdering a poor fellow, 
whom my lord in a ¢frolick had -run through the body. 
My patron, among other marks of his tafte, kept a mif- 
trefs ; and J, as his particular crony and a man of honour, 
was allowed to vifit her. It happéned one evening he un- 
luckity furprifed'us in fome unguarded farhiliarities together. 
But my lord was fo far from being enraged at it, that he only 


turned madam out of the room, ‘and very coolly kicked me 
down ftairs after her. | 


Iwas now thrown upon the wide world again: but as 

I never wanted affurance, I foon made myfelf very familiarly 
acquainted with a young gentleman from Ireland, who was 
juft come over to England to {pend his eftate here. I muft 
own, I had fome difficulty in keeping on good terms with 
this new friend; as I had fo many of his own countrymen 
to contend with, who all claimed a right of acquaintance 
with him, and fome of them even pretended to be related to 
him. Befides, they all perfuaded the young {quire, that 
they had fortunes in different parts of Jre/and; though not 
one of them had any real eftate any more than myfelf: 
though, indeed, I alfo had a nominal 1500/, per Ann. in 
the 
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the Wef-Indies. Thefe furious fellows (for, Sir, they would 
all fight) gave me much trouble: however; I found out my 
young friend’s foible, and in fpite’ of his countrymen became 
‘his infeparable companion. He was not only very fond of 
women, btit had a particular paffion for new faces; and to 
humour this inclination, I was. perpetually on the look-out 
to difcover freth pieces for him. I brought him mantua- 
makers, milliners, and fervant-maids in abundance ; and at : 
length grew fo great a favourite by having prevailed on one 
of my own coufins to comply with his propofals, that I 
verily believe he would foon have made me eafy for life in an 
handfome annuity, if he had not been unfortunately run 
through the body in a duel by one of his own countrymen. 


I NExT got into favour with an old colonel of the guards, 
who happened to take a fancy to me one evening at the 
Tilt Yard coffee-houfe, for having carried off a pint bumper 
more than a lieutenant of a man of war, that had challenged 
my toaft, As his fole delight was centered in the bottle, 
all he required of me was to drink glafs for glafs with him; 
which I readily complied with, as he always paid my reckon- 
ing. When ‘fober he was the beft-humoured man in the 
world: but he was very apt to be quarrelfome and extremely 
miféhievous when in liquor.. He has more than once flang 
a bottle at my head, and emptied the conténts of a bowl of 
punch in my face; fometimes he has diverted himfelf by 
fetting fire to my ruffles, fhaking the afhes-of his pipe over 
my pertiwig, or making a thruft at me with the red-hot 
poker: and I remember he once foufed me all over with 
the urine of the whole company, by clapping a large pewter 
agen: Rit upon my head. All thefe indignities 

I very 
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I very patiently put up with, as he was fure to make me 


double amends for them the next morning: and I was very 
near procuring a commiffion in the army through his intereft, 
when to my great difappointment he was fuddenly carriéd 
off by an apoplexy. 


You will be furprifed when I tell you, that I next con- 
trived to {queeze myfelf into the good opinion of a rich old 
curmudgeon, a city-merchant, and one of the circumcifed, 
He could have no objection to my religion, as I ufed to fpend 
every Sunday with him at his country-houfe, where I pre- 
ferred playing at cards to going to church. Nor could I, 
indeed, get any thing out of him beyond a dinner: but I 
had higher points in view. As he had nobody to inherit 
his fortune but an only daughter, (who was kept always 
in the country) I became fo defperately in love with her, 
that I would even have turned ‘few to obtain her. Inftead of 
that, I very foolifhly made a Chri/tian of her, and we were 
privately married at the Fleet. When I came to break the 
matter to the father, and to make an apology for having 
converted her, he received me with a loud laugh. “ Sir, 
“* fays he, if my child had married the Devi1, he fhould 
‘«< have had every penny that was herdue. But—as fhe is 
“< only my Baftard, the law cannot oblige me to give her a 
“ farthing.” 


Tus I found to be too true: and very happily for me 
my Chriftian wife had fo little regard for her new religion, 
that fhe again became an apoftate, and was taken into keep- 
ing (to which I readily gave my confent) by one of her own 
tribe and complexion. 1 fhall not tire you with a particular 
detail of what has happened to me fince: I fhall only ac- 


Vor, I. Ppp quaint 











606 The CONNOISSEUR, -No. 100. 


quaint you, that I have exaétly followed the precept of 
** becoming all things to all men.” I was once fupported 
very {plendidly by a young rake of quality for my wit in 
talking blafphemy and ridiculing the bible, till .my. patron 
fhot himfelf through the head : and I lived at bed and board 
with an old Methodift lady for near a twelve-month on ac- 
count of my zeal forthe-New Doétrine, till one of the 
maid-fervants wickedly laid a child tome. At prefent, 
Mr. ‘Town, Iam quite out of employ; having juft loft a 
very profitable place, which’ I held under a great man in 
quality of his Pimp. My difgrace was owing to the bafenefs 
of an old Covent-Garden acquaintance, whom I palmed upon 
his honour for an innocent creature juft come out of the coun- 
try: but the hufly was fo' ungrateful, as to beftow on both 
of us’ convincing: marks of her thorough knowledge of 


the towh. 
I am, Sir, Your very humble Seruant, 


T PETER SUPPLE. 


| To Mr, TOWN, 

SIR, cet 
Have a little God-Daughter in the Country, to whom I every Year fend 
fome diverting and inftructive Book for a New-Year’s-Gift: I would 

therefore beg you to recommend to me one fit for the Purpofe; which 

will oblige Your Humble Servant, 

T— w— 


To Mr, T: W 





SIR, 

Know no Book fo'fit for your Purpofe as the Connorsseur, lately 

publifhed jin Two Pocket Volumes; which 1 would further recommend to 
all Fathers.and Mothers, Grand-Fathers and Grand-Mothers, Uncles and 
Aunts, God-Fathers and God-Mothers, to give to their Sons and Daugh- 
ters, Grand-Sons and Grand-Daughters, Nephews and Nieces, God-Sons 
and God,Daughters ; as being undoubtedly the beft Prefent at this 
Seafon of the Year, that can poffibly be thought of. 


TOWN, Connoisseur. 


N. B. Large Allowance to thofe who buy Quantities to give away. 


DWIN the Rofe in Pater-nofter R where 





